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THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CWMBRAN. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1953. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CWMBRAN 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1953  as  thr 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  vour  District.  It  is  drawn  up 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and 
includes  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  (in  acre,s)  ...  ...  5850 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  resident 

population  mid-1953  ...  14410 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of 

1953)  according  to  the  Rate  Books  4203 

Rateable  Value  1/4/53  £ 56182 

Sum  represented  bv  penny  rate  ^203 

The  estimated  population  shows  a big  increase, 
from  13,460  in  1952,  to  14,410  in  1953.  This  increase  is 
mainly  due  to  the  activities  of  the  New  Town  Corporation 
since  the  dwellings  built  by  this  body  are  intended  to  house 
workers  in  the  local  factories  who  have  hitherto  been  living 
outside  the  district,  travelling  in  many  cases,  long  distances 
to  work  each  day. 

This  rapid  influx  of  people  into  the  area,  most  being 
families  with  children,  has  made  very  difficult  the  problem 
of  provision  of  adequate  educational  facilities.  It  is  feared 


that  the  opening  of  the  New  Secondary  School  at 
Llantarnam  in  1954,  will  do  little  to  relieve  the  pressure  on 
infant  and  primary  school  accommodation.  Classes  are 
being  held  in  every  available  hall  and  room  in  the  district 
but  many  five  year  olds  are  still  unable  to  find  places,  while 
those  who  are  accommodated  are  working  under  anvthing  but 
ideal  conditions,  the  overcrowding  alone  being  a menace  to 
their  health.  The  New  Primary  School  for  West  Pontnewvdd 
is  not  likely  to  be  completed  before  1955  at  the  earliest. 


The  local  industries  are  concerned  chiefly  with  Iron 
and  Steel,  bight  Engineering,  Motor-Car  Components,  Tin- 
Plate,  Brick  Manufacture  and  Biscuit  making. 


VITAL 

STATISTCS. 

. 

Male 

Female 

Tot  a 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

145 

151 

296 

Illegitimate 

2 

0 

2 

Total 

H7 

L5i 

298 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated 

Resident  Population  ...  -20.47 

Live  Birth  Rate  of  Monmouthshire  ...  16.79 

Live  Birth  Rate  of  England  & Wales  1953  15.5 

Male  Female  Total 


Still  Births—  ...  3 2 5 

Rate  per  1,000  of  Estimated  Population  0.34 

Monmouthshire  Rate  0.47 

Rate  for  England  & Wales.  0.35 

Rate  per  1,000  related  Live  Births  ...  16.7 

For  England  & Wales  ...  ■ 22.4 


Male  Female  Total 

Deaths — ...  83  58  141 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated 

Resident  Population  10.27 

Monmouthshire  Death  Rate  11.58 

Death  Rate  for  England  & Wales  1953  1 1.4 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


There  were  no  deaths  attributed  to  pregnancv, 
childbirth  or  abortion. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 
For  England  & Wales  ...  0.7O 

For  Monmouthshire  ...  1 .og 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 

Male  Female  Total 
6 3 9 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age. 

Male  Female  Total 


42  6 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  30 .2 

Monmouthshire  ...  32.63 

England  & Wales  ...  26.8 


AGES  AND  CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS. 


Cause  of  Death 
Congenital  Malformations 
Premature  Births 
Erythroblastosis  Foetal  is 
Suprarenal  Haemorrhage 
Toxaemia 


Under  4 weeks  4 weeks/i  year 
1 2 


Total 


3 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES. 


M 

F 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

1 

— 

Cither  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

Measles 

i 

— 

Other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- — 

Cancer 

20  7 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

Vascular  Cessions  of  Nervous  System 

10 

8 

Coronary  Disease,  Angin^ 

1 2 

6 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

— 

1 

Other  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

*9 

U 

Influenza  ... 

— 

— 

Bronchitis 

6 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

— 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate 

— 

— 

Pregnancv,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

2 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

9 

1 2 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

All  Other  Accidents  ... 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

83 

58 

In  the  figures  given  in  the  foregoing  tables  the 

com- 

parability  factors  for  the  District  as  supplied 

by 

the 

Registrar  General  (0.99  for  births  and  1.05  for  deaths) 
been  used. 

have 

These  factors  take  into  account  the  way 

the 

pop- 

illation  of  the  area  is  constituted  bv  sex,  age,  etc. 

, an 

J are 

4 


. 


3 
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used  to  adjust  the  crude  rates  given  bv  the  actual  numbers 
0f  births  to  obtain  corrected  rates  which  can  then  be  compared 
with  those  of  other  areas,  or  of  the  country  as  a whole. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers.  The  Staff  consisted  of 

(a)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  also 
M.O.H.  for  the  Caerleon  Urban  District  Council  and 
Medical  Officer  for  the  No.  8 Health  Area  of  the  County 
Council,  and  (b)  The  San. tare  Inspector,  Mr.  O.  j.  R. 
Pruden,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.l.A. 

COMMITTEES. 

The  Committees  concerned  with  public  health 
matters  are  : — 

(a)  1'he  Public  Health  Committee,  and 

(b)  The  Waterworks  Committee. 

Each  of  these  Committees  is  composed  of  all  the 
members  of  the  Council  sitting-  under  its  own  Chairman. 
These  two  Committees,  between  them,  deal  with  all  matters 
of  public  health  wJith  the  exception  of  housing  which  is  dealt 
with  by  the  Council  direct. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(1)  The  Water  Supply  is  gathered  from  mountain 
streams  and  springs  into  your  own  reservoir  at  Blaen-Bran 
augmented  by  bulk  supplies  from  Newport  Corporation. 
Both  supplies  are  filtered,  chemically  treated  and  chlorinated 
before  distribution,  and  on  bacteriological  examination  have 
been  found  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

All  houses  within  the  built  up  area  are  provided  with 
a piped  water  supply  but  there  still  remain  isolated  houses 
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in  t he  rural  part  of  the  area  which  derive  their  water  supply 
from  wells,  etc.  Samples  have  been  taken  and  subjected  to 
bacteriological  examination. 

The  Additional  Water  Supplies  Scheme  for  pro- 
viding supplies  to  the.  existing  and  new  development  is  well 
in  hand,  and  the  work  of  laving  new  mains  has  been  com- 
pleted. It  is  hoped  to  commence  work  on  a ij  million  gallon 
Service  Reservoir,  Pumping  Plant  and  machinery  and  ex- 
tensions to  the  Filtration  and  Chemical  Treatment  Plant  in 
the  near  future. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage  During  the  past  vear 
Nightingale  Row  has  been  connected  to  the  main  sewerage 
system.  The  whole  of  the  area  is  now  sewered  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Woodlands,  Upper  Cwmbran  and  Spring  Vale 
A scheme  is  being  prepared  for  the  construction  of  a new 
sewer  to  serve  the  Upper  Cwmbran  area. 

(iii)  Rivers  and  Streams.  The  completion  of  the 
above  works  should  materiallv  reduce  the  pollution  of  the 
rivers  and  streams. 

(iv)  The  Council  carry  out  the  collection  of  refuse 
by  means  of  covered  freighter  vehicles  and  the  disposal  is  bv 
lipping  into  the  clay  holes  at  the  rear  of  the  Council  Offices. 
Men  are  emploved  in  spreading  and  covering  each  day’s 
collection  with  surplus  soil  from  the  housing  estates  and  slag 
material  from  Panteg  Steelworks. 

(v)  The  Cleansing  Facilities  provided  at  the  rear 
of  the  Council  Offices  are  regularly  used  by  the  men  em- 
ployed on  the  collection  of  house  refuse  and  the  tip  attendant. 
These  facilities  are  greatly  appreciated  bv  the  workmen. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  complaints  of  smoke  nuisances  have  been  re- 
ceived during  the  vear. 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 


The  Council  employ  a full  time  rodent  operator  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  duties  of  the  Damage  bv 
Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  number  of  Inspections  carried  out  was  320. 
Infested  premises  treated  185. 

Premises  structurally  made  rat  proof  10. 

No  prosecutions  were  taken  during  the  year. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  OR  POOLS. 

There  are  no  publicly  or  privately  owned  swimming 
baths  or  pools  in  the  area. 

SCHOOLS. 

Periodical  visits  have  been  carried  out  in  respect  to 
the  sanitary  condition  and  nuisances  in  the  schools.  No 
reports  of  insanitary  conditions  were  made. 

PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936 

The  number  of  Informal  Notices  served  was  45. 
Statutory  Notices  31. 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  40 
Statutory  Notices  complied  with  21 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  BAKEHOUSES. 

1 1 4 inspections  of  Registered  Factories,  Workshops 
and  Bakehouses  were  made  during  the  year. 


Sanitary  defects  found  ...  24 

Defects  remedied  ...  24 

Informal  Notices  Served  ...  20 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  9 

Defective  Closet  Accommodation  15 


In  each  case  Informal  Notices  were  complied  with. 
No  Statutory  action  was  found  necessary. 
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REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 

FORMAL  NOTICE. 

Number  of  defective1  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  bv  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ...  ...  87 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

A — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  82 

(ii) .  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which 

were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  56 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  6 
B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  1 1 1 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  owners  5b 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  4 

C — ■ Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1 and  13 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  demolition  orders  were  made  2 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  demolition  orders  Nil 
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I) — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
closing  orders  were  made  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
closing  orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 

tit  Nil 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply — Samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  time 
to  time  for  bacteriological  analysis.  No  evidence  of  tuber- 
culosis was  found. 

The  following  works  have  been  carried  out  : — 


Meat  Shops: 

Washing  Facilities  3 

Hot  and  Cold  Water  2 

Internal  Cleansing  and  Structural  Alterations  i 

Decoration  and  Painting  4 

Bakehouses 

Nuisances  abated  2 

Closet  Accommodation  5 

Limewashing  3 

Structural  Improvements  Nil 

Refreshment  Houses  and  Shops: 

Improved  Cleanliness  j 

Structural  Alterations  j 

Decoration  and  Painting  3 

Licensed  Premises 

Washing  Facilities  2 

Sanitary  Accomodation  ,1 

Repairs  and  Nuisances  - 
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FOOD. 

Number  of  Food  Premises  Registered  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act. 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  ...  3 

Ice  Cream,  Storage  only  •••  13 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  4S 

Number  of  Inspections  121 

Inspection  of  Food  Canteens  and  Restaurants: 

There  are  two  restaurants  in  the  area.  Structural 
alterations  to  give  better  hygienic  facilities  have  been  carried 
out  in  one  of  these  premises. 

Periodical  inspections  have  been  made  in  all  the 
works  canteens,  with  enquiries  into  the  methods  of  storage 
of  food,  inspection  of  the  foods  and  the  general  cleanliness 
and  hygiene. 

Twelve  nuisances  were  found. 


Want  of  cleanliness  . 4 

Sanitary  defects  ...  ...  5 

Rat  infestation  ...  2 

Disrepair  ...  1 

Licensed  Premises: 


Periodical  inspections  have  been  made  for  clean- 
liness and  sanitary  conditions. 

In  three  premises  washing  facilities  have  been  pro- 
vided and  in  two  improved  sanitary  conveniences. 

Educational  Activity: 

There  has  been  no  special  educational  activity 
during  the  year. 

U NSO  U N D FOO  DST  U F F S . 

Ail  1 foodstuffs  have  been  periodical.! v inspectedi 
during  the  vear. 

The  following  unsound  foodstuffs  have  been  sur- 
rendered and  destroyed. 
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Tins  of  Milk  25 

Tins  of  Meat  ...  41 

Tins  of  Fish  ...  ...  8 

Meat  (lbs)  ...  ...  130 

Bacon  (lbs)  ...  28 

Cheese  (lbs)  ...  ...  21 

Disposal  of  Unsound  Foodstuffs: 

Unsound  meat  is  returned  to  the  Ministry  of  Food, 
Salvage  Department.  Other  foods  are  buried. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Food  Poisoning— No  food  poisoning  was  notified 
during  the  year. 

Diphtheria,  Acute  Poliomyelitis— No  case  of  either 
of  these  diseases  occurred  during  the  year. 

Measles — Was  very  prevalent  in  the  district  in  the 
first  half  of  the  vear.  One  death  was  attributed  to  this  disease. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953 


Total  Cases 

Cases  Admitted 

Total 

Disease 

Notified 

into  Hospital 

Deaths 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

16 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

i87 

I 

l 

Enteric  Fever 

(including  Paratyphoid) 



- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

■ — 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

10 

2 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 } 


i  Scarlet  Fever 


2 


2 Diphtheria  — — — • — — — — — 

3 Whooping  Cough  i 5 6 4 — — — — 

4 Measles  5 42  57  83  — — — — 

5 Pneumonia  — 2 — — — 2 4 2 


Vaccination  and  immunisation.  These  services  are 
provided  by  the  County  Council  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics  and  also  bv  the  general  practitioners  in  the  area. 

235  children  completed  the  diphtheria  immunisation 
course  ; 213  being  under  five  years  of  age  and  22  aged  5 — 14 
years.  20  children  aged  4 — 9 years  received  boosting  doses. 

166  people  were  vaccinated  against  smallpox,  161 
being  children  under  15  vears  of  age;  9 others  were  re- 
vaccinated. 

These  figures  show  an  increase  on  the  previous  year 
when  170  were  immunised  and  125  vaccinated,  although  the 
injections  were  again  suspended  during  the  summer  months 
because  of  the  occurrence  of  a case  of  acute  poliomvelitis  in 
the  county. 


« 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1953. 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Non-  Non. 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 


Age  Periods 

M F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

under  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1—5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5-10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10-15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15-20 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20-25 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25-35 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35-45 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

•15-55 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55-65 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

05  and  upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  4 

7 

0 

0 . 

1 

0 

1 

0 

It  is  seen  from  the  table  that  there  were  1 1 new  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  during  the  year.  Two  of  these 
were  inward  transfers  from  other  areas,  leaving  nine  new 
cases  arising  in  the  district  itself.  Two  deaths  were  attributed 
to  this  disease,  one  to  the  respiratory  form,  and  one  to  the 
non  respiratory  form  ; both  were  in  the  upper  age  groups. 

HOUSING 

Temporary  Permanent 
Number  of  separate  dwellings  owned  by 

Local  Authority,  31st  December,  1953  200  J127 

Number  of  Local  Authority  Houses 

in  course  of  erection,  31  st  December,  1953  — 90 

Number  of  I louses  for  which  sanction 
had  been  given  but  which  had  not 

been  commenced  31  st  December,  1953  — — 

13 


Total  Number  of  Now  Separate  Dwellings  Completed  During 


The  Year. 

By  Local  Authority  ...  — 246 

Bv  Private  Enterprise  — 7 

Bv  New  Town  Corporation  — 212 

Bv  Housing  Association  ...  — 26 

Total  ...  — 489 

New  Town  Corporation. 

Under  Construction  31/12/53 

Houses — 2 Bedroom  . . — 111 

3 Bedroom  ...  — 287 

4 bedroom  ...  — 33 

Flats — 1 bedroom  ...  — 3 

2 bedroom  ....  — 18 

Total  ...  — 452 

Total  number  of  dwellings  completed  by 
31st  December,  1953 

Houses — ...  408 

Flats — ...  — 14 

Total  — 422 


The  Council’s  Housing  Programme  was  maintained 
at  a high  level  of  output  during  the  year.  It  will  be  noted 
that  246  dwellings  were  actuallv  completed  and  handed  over 
for  occupation  during  the  12  months.  Continuitv  of  con- 
structional work  was  maintained  both  bv  the  non-traditional 
Housing  Contractors  and  by  the  Council’s  Direct  Labour 
Scheme,  employed  on  traditional  brickwork  construction. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  year,  a large  number  of 
one  and  two  bedroom  flats,  together  with  a proportion  of 
three  bedroom  houses  were  let  on  the  Tv  Trappa  Estate, 
Pontnewvdd. 

In  the  second  half  of  the  year,  most  constructional 
work  was  concentrated  at  Two  Locks  Site,  Cwmbran,  where 
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work  was  commenced  on  the  majority  of  195  dwellings 
planned  for  the  site.  Over  100  of  these  were  completed  by 
the  end  of  the  year.  These  were  either  three  bedroom  houses 
or  single,  or  two  bedroom  flats. 

A scheme  was  approved  by  the  Council  for  the  con- 
struction of  40  two  bedroom  houses,  28  at  Two  Locks  Site  and 
12  to  fill|  in  the  gap  in  Fields  Road,  Oakheld  Park.  These 
sites  were  not  commenced  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

As  the  needs  of  larger  families  have  generally  been 
met,  the  Council  propose  to  include  in  future  schemes  a 
larger  proportion  of  two  bedroom  houses.  These  are  con- 
sidered to  meet  the  needs  of  the  small  family  better  than 
two  bedroom  flats,  although  it  is  anticipated  that  there  will 
continue  to  be  a demand  for  single  bedroom  flats. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Officers  of  the  Council,  and 
others,  who  have  provided  me  with  certain  material  for  this 
report. 

1 am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EVELYN  D.  OWEN. 


IS 
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